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San Francisco: Uber has
long been embroiled in a de-
bate over the status of its dri-
vers: Should they be indepen-
dent contractors or full-time
employees?

Uber says that as indepen-
dent contractors, its drivers
get flexibility. Their freelan-
cer status also lets the compa-
ny sidestep the costs of full-ti-
me employees, including pay-
ing minimum wage and the
employers’ share of Social
Security. But labour groups
and lawyers have argued that
Uber drivers should be classi-
fied as employees to receive
worker protections.

On Thursday, Uber moved
astep closer to getting its way.
The company reached a sett-
lement in a pair of class-ac-
tion lawsuits in California
and Massachusetts that will
let it continue to categorise
drivers in those states as in-
dependent contractors — a
landmark agreement that co-
uld have lasting implications
for the long-term viability of
the ride-hailing service. 

Under the settlement, fi-
led in the United States dis-
trict court in the Northern
District of California, Uber
will pay as much as $100 mil-
lion to the roughly 385,000 dri-
vers represented in the cases. 

The company also agreed
to several concessions to ap-
pease driver concerns, inclu-
ding giving more informa-
tion on how and why drivers

may influence regulators in
other places where the issue
has surfaced. 

“Drivers value their inde-
pendence — the freedom to
push a button rather than
punch a clock, to use Uber
and Lyft simultaneously, to
drive most of the week or for
just a few hours,” Travis Ka-
lanick, chief executive of
Uber, said in a blog post anno-
uncing the settlement. 

“That said, as Uber has
grown — over 450,000 drivers
use the app each month in the
US — we haven’t always done
a good job working with dri-
vers,” he said. “It’s time to
change.” The class actions
that are being settled were
originally filed in 2013 and be-
came the biggest suits in
terms of the number of dri-
vers represented. Uber still
faces litigation about driver
status in other states, inclu-
ding Florida, Arizona and
Pennsylvania. NYT NEWS SERVICE

are barred from using the
app, as well as aiding in crea-
ting new “drivers associa-
tions” in both states.

“Importantly, the case is
being settled — not decided,”
Shannon Liss-Riordan, the
attorney representing the
drivers in the suit, said. 

“This case, however, with
this significant payment of
money, and attention that has
been drawn to this issue,
stands as a warning to firms
who play fast and loose with
classifying their work force
as independent contractors,”
Liss-Riordan said.

The settlement is a signifi-
cant victory for Uber on the
matter of its drivers’ status.
By keeping its drivers as cont-
ractors, the San Francisco-
based company can keep its
costs low. And while the sett-
lement applies only to two
states and is nonbinding else-
where, the agreement and the
changes that Uber is adopting

Uber settles for $100m in
lawsuit over driver status
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Washington: The director of
the FBI suggested on Thursday
that his agency paid at least $1.3
million to an undisclosed gro-
up to help hack into the encryp-
ted iPhone used by an attacker
in the mass shooting in San
Bernardino, California.

At a technology conferen-
ce in London, a moderator as-
ked James B Comey Jr., the
FBI chief, how much bureau
officials had to pay the undisc-
losed outside group to de-
monstrate how to bypass the
phone’s encryption. “A lot,”
Comey said, as the audience at
the Aspen Institute event
laughed. He continued: “Let’s
see, more than I will make in
the remainder of this job,
which is seven years and four
months, for sure.”

The FBI had been unwilling
to say anything at all until

Thursday about how much it
paid for what has become one of
the world’s most publicised
hacking jobs, so Comey’s cryp-
tic comments about his own
wages and the bounty quickly
sent listeners scurrying in se-
arch of calculators. The FBI di-
rector makes about $185,100 a
year — so Comey stands to earn

sibility that the person you sold
the flaw to could do something
bad with it,” Rice said.

While Comey’s remarks ap-
peared to address the lingering
mystery of how much the FBI
paid to get into the San Bernar-
dino phone, he said nothing
that would indicate the actual
identity of the outside group
behind the hacking. Some me-
dia reports have named an Isra-
eli software company that
might have helped the FBI, but
numerous law enforcement of-
ficials have said that company
was not involved.

After an intense courtroom
fight in Southern California,
the FBI disclosed three weeks
ago that it had managed to get
access to the data inside an iP-
hone 5c used by Syed Farook,
one of the attackers in the San
Bernardino rampage, which
killed 14 people, by paying the
outside group. NYT NEWS SERVICE

confirmed, appears in line
with what other companies ha-
ve offered for identifying iOS
vulnerabilities. 

Zerodium, a security firm
in Washington that collects and
then sells such bugs, said last
fall that it would pay $1 million
for weaknesses in Apple’s iOS 9
operating system. Hackers
eventually claimed that boun-
ty. The iPhone used by the San
Bernardino gunman ran iOS 9.

“The cost of keeping a flaw
secret is high,” said Alex Rice,
co-founder of security start-up
HackerOne CTO. He added that
buyers like Zerodium’s custo-
mers and the government
might not work to fix problems.

When companies run bug
bounty programmes, they may
pay about $100,000 to hackers
that show them system vulne-
rabilities that must be fixed.
“When you sell at a high price,
you have to be OK with the pos-

at least $1.35 million at that base
rate of pay for the remainder of
his 10-year term.

The FBI declined to con-
firm or deny on Thursday
whether the bureau had in fact
paid at least $1.3 million for the
hacking, and it declined to ela-
borate on Comey’s suggestive
remarks. But that price tag, if

FBI chief suggests iPhone hacking bill topped $1.3m

Berlin: An explosion at a
gurdwara in Germany’s Essen
city was a “terror attack” car-
ried out by radical Islamists,
authorities have said for the
first time, terming it as an “en-
tirely new” strike targeting
the Sikhs.

After the interrogation of
two detained teenagers, the in-
vestigators hold the view that
the blast was a “religious moti-
vated terror of the Islamist
scene”, Essen’s police com-
missioner Frank Richter said
on Thursday. The blast ripped
through the entrance hall of
the gurudwara on Saturday
evening during a wedding ce-
remony and severely damaged
part of the building besides
shattering windowpanes and
injuring three persons, inclu-
ding the priest.

The interior minister of
the state of North Rhine
Westphalia Ralf Jaeger spoke
of an “Islamic background” to
the blast and called for a thoro-
ugh investigation to establish
to what extent the two youths
were radicalised by jihadis. 

It also must be investigated
who are the other persons
with whom the two terror su-
spects had contacts, he said.
Jaeger said it was “entirely
new” that the Sikh communi-
ty in this country has become
the target of a terror attack.
The two terror suspects’ affili-
ation to a particular group
cannot be established. PTI

German cops
call gurdwara

explosion a
terror attack

Paris:Najim Laachraoui, one
of the Brussels airport bom-
bers, has been identified by se-
veral Frenchmen held hosta-
ge by Islamic State (IS) in Sy-
ria as one of their prison gu-
ards, sources close to the
investigation said on Friday.

According to one of the so-
urces, four French jo-
urnalists kidnapped
and held in Syria
from 2013 to 2014 had
identified a guard
known as “Abou Id-
riss”. One of the jo-
urnalists, Nicolas
Henin, “has formally
identified” Abou Id-
riss as being Najim
Laachraoui, his lawyer Ma-
rie-Laure Ingouf said. Prose-
cutors have said Laachraoui
travelled to Syria in February
2013 to join up with IS forces.

There was no further trace
of the Belgian national until
he was registered under a fal-
se name at the border between
Austria and Hungary in Sep-
tember 2015. Laachraoui, 24,
was one of the two suicide

bombers who struck Brussels
airport on March 22, while a
third attacker blew himself up
on a metro train, with the two
attacks killing 32 people.

Prosecutors have also lin-
ked him to November’s Paris
attacks, saying his DNA was
found on a suicide vest and a

piece of cloth at the
Bataclan hall where
90 people died. His
DNA was also found
on explosives used at
the Stade de France,
leading investiga-
tors to believe he was
the bomb maker in
both the attacks.

The former
French hostages have already
identified two Frenchmen —
Mehdi Nemmouche and Salim
Benghalem — as being among
their jailers in Syria. While
Nemmouche is in custody ac-
cused of killing four people in
Brussels, Benghalem has been
sentenced in absentia in Fran-
ce for recruiting for IS and is
listed as a “foreign terrorist
combatant” by the US. AFP

Brussels bomber a
guard of IS hostages

After Malaysia, Thailand, Turkey,
Australia and Eastern Europe,
it’s South Korea’s turn to woo the

Indian tourists. Korea Tourism Organi-
sation (KTO) and Korean Air (KAL) re-
cently organised a FAM (familiariza-
tion) luxury tour of Seoul and Jeju Is-
land. Some of the leading names in tra-
vel, ticketing and packaged tours in
India, like Cox & Kings, Kesari, Akbar
and Riya, were invited along with this
newspaper. “We believe Indians will fall
in love with South Korea,” said a KTO

official. “From the windswept natural
beauty of the volcanic Jeju Island, a
Unesco heritage site, to the throbbing
hi-tech city of Seoul, South Korea is
both an exotic and a happening destina-
tion,” he added. Incidentally, a part of
Gangster, Kangana Ranaut’s debut film,
was shot in South Korea back in 2006.

The FAM tour participants seemed
to concur. South Korea dances to the
twin beats of tradition and modernity.
Their food, especially seafood, is a glo-
bal favourite. But there are plenty of de-
lectable options for vegetarians too.

South Korea is well connected to ma-

jor hubs. Mumbai is just 7 hours away.
While aviation giant KAL operates 3 di-
rect weekly flights to Incheon, Ariana
flies thrice a week from Delhi. “We are
mulling more flights out of India and
might even triple them soon,” said Ko-
rean Air head of passenger operations
Kim Yong Chul. With the itinerant Indi-
an becoming more discriminating and
adventurous, and corporates looking
for newer places for offsites and MICE
events, South Korea does seem poised to
tap the Indian market.

When Indians Go Seoul-Searching:
Log on to www.timesofindia.com

South Korea looks to woo Indian tourists
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SELENA GOMEZ SET TO PRODUCE TV SHOW BASED
ON HER EXPERIENCE AS A YOUNG HOLLYWOOD STAR

PAMELA ANDERSON TO MAKE AN APPEARANCE IN FILM
REBOOT OF ‘BAYWATCH’, BUT NOT AS CJ PARKER

CITIES FORCE GROWTH,
AND MAKE MEN TALKATIVE
AND ENTERTAINING, 
BUT THEY MAKE THEM
ARTIFICIAL 
—RALPH WALDO EMERSON

Uber reached the settlement in a pair of class-action lawsuits in 
California and Massachusetts. The agreement could have lasting
implications for the long-term viability of the ride-hailing service

AFP

FBI disclosed three weeks ago that it had managed to get access to the
data inside an iPhone used by one of the San Bernardino attackers

AFP

Nawaz Sharif ’s decision
to go public with his de-
fiance came just a day

after the army chief sacked
six top serving army officers
over grave corruption char-
ges, in a move which was wide-
ly seen as designed to put pres-
sure on the Prime Minister. 

On the day he sacked the
army officers, General Sharif
had declared: “The ongoing
war against terrorism cannot
bring enduring peace and sta-
bility unless corruption is
uprooted. Therefore, across-
the board accountability is ne-
cessary…”. The remarks were
seen as primarily aimed at
Sharif. The riposte from Sha-
rif on national television was
perhaps sharper as he decla-
red that he was not the sort to
give in to empty threats. 

Sharif, who was ousted in
coup by former dictator Per-
vez Musharraf, also took digs
at his political rivals who have

asked for his resignation in the
wake of Panama Papers leaks.
“When a sitting PM was hand-
cuffed, put behind bars and
then sent into exile by a milita-
ry dictator, why nobody bothe-
red? Why the doors of the Su-
preme Court were not knocked
at that time for justice?”

“I challenge all those who
accuse me and my family of tax
fraud. They should come for-
ward and present evidence. If
charges are proved against me,
I will resign immediately,” he
said in his address. Sharif said
he would write a letter to the

chief justice of Pakistan to
form a commission to probe
the allegations levelled against
him and his family. “If the
charges are proved unfounded,
will the accusers seek apology
from the nation? And will the
nation forgive them?” he said.

Sharif ’s televised address
came a day after the Election
Commission released his as-
sets statements for 2015, which
make him one of the richest
politicians in Pakistan with
personal assets of Rs 2 billion,
an increase of over a billion in
just four years.

With assets worth Rs 2bn, Sharif
among Pak’s richest politicians
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Republican presidential
frontrunner Donald Trump

said on Thursday he opposes
placing an image of one-time
slave Harriet Tubman on the
$20 bill, saying she should
grace the rarely used $2 note
instead. “Andrew Jackson had
a great history, and I think it’s
very rough when you take
someone off the bill,” Trump
told NBC’s ‘Today’ show.
Tubman will be the first Afri-
can-American to be featured
on American currency.

China to develop floating
nuclear power plants: The
various equipment and defen-
ce systems that China has set
up on its newly built island
chain in the South China Sea
require tremendous amounts
of electricity, hard to come by
in a place hundreds of miles
from the country’s power grid.
Beijing’s solution: floating
nuclear power plants. A state-
owned company, China Ship-
building Industry Corporation,
is planning to build a fleet of

vessels to provide electricity
to remote locations including
offshore oil platforms and
man-made islands, the state-
run Global Times reported.

A refugee is torchbearer of
Rio relay in Greece: Syrian
refugee Ibrahim Al-Hussein, 27,
who had part of a leg amputa-
ted after a bombing, will be one
of the torchbearers for the
Greek leg of the Rio de Janeiro

Olympic flame relay. Al-Hussein
will carry the torch at an Athens
refugee camp hosting 1,500
people next Tuesday.

Snowden sues Norway to
prevent extradition: Edward
Snowden has filed a lawsuit
against the Norwegian govern-
ment seeking a guarantee he
will not be extradited if he visits
to accept the Ossietzky prize, a
literary rights group said.

AROUND THE WORLD

PURPLE TRIBUTES: A woman pays tribute to popstar Prince at a
memorial in Minneapolis on Friday. Tributes poured in from around
the world following the sudden death at of the superstar, with fans
flocking to dance parties to celebrate the life of the ‘Purple Rain’
music legend. As US authorities sought to shed light on the singer’s
mystery death in an elevator , several buildings and websites were
coloured purple in memory of the performer 

Don’t put Harriet
Tubman on $20
bill, says Trump

Mt Hallasan in Jeju Island

Nepal’s Commission for
Investigation into Abuse
of Authority (CIAA) ar-

rested Himal Southasian foun-
ding editor Kanak Mani Dixit
on Friday for alleged corrup-
tion. The arrest is widely seen
as vindictive and follows Dix-
it’s opposition to Lokman
Singh Karki’s appointment as
CIAA chief, who is known as “a
permanent fixture’’ in Nepal's
power politics.

The anti-graft body has be-
en investigating complaints ac-
cusing Dixit of amassing ille-
gal property by “abusing” his
position as cooperative bus ser-
vice Sajha Yatayat chairman.
Reports said around 20 police-
men arrested him from Patan
Dhoka, 15km from Kathman-
du. The Kathmandu Post quo-
ted Dixit calling the arrest “po-
litically motivated” and “part
of vendetta” for opposing Kar-
ki’s appointment. 

Dixit had appeared before
the CIAA on January 8.

Nepalese media reported

the arrest violated an order of
the country’s supreme court,
which had directed the CIAA to
follow proper procedure while
investigating the case. The di-
rective had come after Dixit
moved the court in December
saying CIAA had breached its
jurisdiction and followed a fla-
wed investigation process. Dix-
it, who was among 29 people
whom CIAA had summoned in
December, said his arrest viola-
ted Nepalese chief justice Kaly-
an Shrestha’s order. Some com-
mentators linked Dixit’s arrest
to his opposition to India’s alle-
ged blockade of Nepal follo-
wing Madheshi protests over
the passage of the Nepalese
Constitution last year.

Nepali Times columnist
Rubeena Mahato underlined
Dixit has been a vocal critic of
the blockade. “KMD (Kanak
Mani Dixit) is being punished
for his stances that did not sit
well with some power centres,”
she tweeted. Journalist Malli-
ka Aryal called it worrying that
CIAA chief “is above all laws,
(and) can defy SC order”.

Top Nepalese scribe
held for ‘corruption’
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London: US President Ba-
rack Obama warned Britain
against leaving the European
Union on Friday, undercut-
ting a key argument of euro-
sceptics by saying London
would be “at the back of the
queue” for a post-Brexit trade
deal. The US president’s deta-
iled comments on the June 23
membership referendum at a
press conference with PM Da-
vid Cameron drew a furious
reaction from campaigners to
leave the European Union.

Standing alongside Came-
ron at the foreign office in
London, Obama said Britain
was “at its best when it is hel-
ping to lead a strong Europe”.

The president, whose
term ends next January, ma-
de an unusually detailed and
heartfelt intervention in the
politics of another country
and repeatedly spoke of the
“special relationship” betwe-
en Britain and the US.

But his most significant
remarks in nearly an hour of
comments came on trade, re-
flecting growing concern in
Washington at the prospect of
Britain leaving the EU.

Asked what would happen
if Britain did vote to quit,
Obama said that while “may-
be at some point” it could seal
a trade deal with the US, “it’s
not going to happen any time
soon.” “The UK’s going to be
at the back of the queue,”
Obama added.

Anti-EU campaigners like
London Mayor Boris Johnson
have made the claim that Bri-
tain could cut free trade deals

with allies around the world a
key plank of their argument
for leaving the bloc. Nigel Fa-
rage, leader of the euroscep-
tic UK Independence Party,
dismissed the president’s

comments on Twitter. “Presi-
dent Obama won't be in office
by the time we’re out of the
EU post-referendum,” he wro-
te. “Trade deal of course in
both countries’ interests.” AFP

Obama issues trade
warning against Brexit

AFP

Prince Philip plays chauffeur to US President Barack Obama, his wife
Michelle and queen Elizabeth II as they arrive at Windsor Castle

London: London mayor Boris
Johnson, a leader of the cam-
paign for Britain to leave the
European Union, faced strong
criticism on Friday for sugges-
ting US President Barack Oba-
ma may have an “ancestral
dislike of the British Empire”
because of his Kenyan roots. 

On a visit to the UK, Obama
weighed in to Britain’s debate
about EU membership, urging
voters to back staying in 
the 28-nation bloc. His inter-
vention angered campaigners
for a “leave” vote in the June 23
referendum. Johnson said
Obama’s advice was “paradox-
ical, inconsistent, incoherent”
because Americans “would
never contemplate anything
like the EU for themselves.” 

Writing in The Sun new-
spaper, Johnson recounted a
claim that a bust of former

British PM Winston Chur-
chill was removed from the
Oval Office after Obama was
elected and returned to the
British Embassy.

Johnson wrote that some
said removing the bust “was a
symbol of the part-Kenyan
president’s ancestral dislike of
the British Empire, of which
Churchill had been such a fer-
vent defender.” Obama’s late
father was from Kenya, a for-
mer British colony that gained
independence in the 1960s.

Johnson’s comments drew
criticism from his political op-
ponents. Former Liberal De-
mocrat leader Menzies Camp-
bell said “this attack constitu-
tes an unacceptable smear.” 

The White House said the
Churchill story is untrue, and
the bust is still in a prominent
place in the White House. AP

‘Part-Kenyan’ Obama
has ‘ancestral dislike’
of UK: London mayor

Beijing: Apple Inc’s online
book and film services have
gone dark in China, after Be-
ijing introduced regulations
in March imposing strict
curbs on online publishing,
particularly for foreign
firms. Attempts to access
Apple’s iBooks store and iTu-
nes movie services were met
with a message in Chinese sa-
ying they were “unusable”. 

The services were closed
by Apple at the demand of
China’s media regulator, the
State Administration of
Press, Publication, Radio,
Film and Television, the New
York Times reported. 

“We hope to make books
and movies available again to
our customers in China as so-
on as possible,” said an Apple
spokeswoman, declining to
comment further. In March,
regulations came into effect
that prohibit foreign owners-
hip and joint ventures in onli-
ne publishing and stipulate
that all content be stored on
servers in China. REUTERS

China blocks
Apple’s book,
film services

Najim Laachraoui

‘Move Will Put
UK At Back Of
Queue For Any
Deal With US’

Piketon: At least eight people
were found dead on Friday in
four locations in rural Ohio,
authorities said. 

Seven of them, including
two children, were slain in
“execution-style killings” at
three homes along a rural ro-
ad, but no arrests were made
and it’s unclear whether the
killer or killers were among
the dead, authorities said on
Friday. Details on the death of
the eighth person weren’t im-
mediately available, but the
body was found in a fourth lo-
cation, said Jill Del Greco,
spokeswoman with the Bu-
reau of Criminal Investiga-
tion. Attorney general Mike
DeWine planned to provide an
update in Pike County later on
Friday afternoon, she said. 

DeWine and Pike County
sheriff Charles Reader had sa-
id earlier that seven victims
were believed to be members
of the same family. All were
shot to death, he said. 

There is not an active shoo-
ter and no arrests have been
made, DeWine and Reader sa-
id. Authorities are trying to
determine a motive, identify
the deceased and determine if
the killer or killers are among
the deceased individuals or on
the loose. A dozen agents were
called on Friday morning to
Pike County, an economically
struggling area in the Appala-
chian region some 80 miles
east of Cincinnati. AP

Eight killed
‘execution
style’ in US
city: Police

Aprominent Pakistani Sikh politician was shot dead on Friday by
unidentified motorcycle-borne gunmen near his home in the

country’s restive northwest. Sardar Sooran Singh, a special
assistant to chief minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) on minority
affairs, was assassinated in Pir Baba area of Buner district in the
province while walking back to his home, police said. He was
immediately taken to a nearby hospital where he was declared
dead. Police said that Singh had no guard at the time of attack.
Initial postmortem report stated that he received only one bullet
in his head. Nobody has claimed responsibility for the killing. PTI

Gunmen kill Sikh politician in Pakistan


